CHAPTER III.
WANDERINGS.
POE made Ms way at once towards Boston, and there in the spring tried to make a good start in the world by publishing his youthful verses. He persuaded Calvin F. S. Thomas, a poor youth of nineteen, who had just set up a shop at 70 Washington Street, to undertake the job, and in due course he saw the first and unacknowledged heir of his invention in the shape of a small, thin book, mean in appearance and meagre in contents, entitled " Tamerlane and other Poems." 1 This volume, the only venture of Thomas in the book-trade, was published about midsummer; its receipt was advertised by the leading magazines,2 and two years
1  Tamerlane and  other   Poems.   By   a   Bostonian.   Boston: Calvin F. S. Thomas . . . Printer.   1827, pp. 40.   The volume contained, besides preface and notes, Tamerlane and nine fugitive pieces : 1. To-------------(" I saw thee on the bridal day ") ;
2. Dreams; 3. Visit of the Dead; 4. Evening Star; 5. Imitation;
6.  No title (" In youth have I known one with whom the earth ");
7.  No title (c< A wilder'd being from my birth"); 8. No title (" The happiest day—the happiest hour "); 9. The Lake.   Of these Tamerlane and the first, third, and ninth of the short poems are included in  revised versions of Poe's works.    Vide Mr. Bichard Herne Shepherd's reprint, London, 1884.
2  The United States Review and Literary Gazette, ii. 399 (Aug. 1827); The North American Review, xxv. 471 (Oct. 1827).
